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wrote all numbers in a horizontal line and multiplied terms of even and of odd order into separate products. Stifel proceeded in the same manner, only he placed all terms vertically beneath one another. In the work of Rudolff, who also saw the advantage of cancellation, we find the modern method of representing the chain rule, but the answer comes at the end.*
About this time a new method of reckoning was introduced from Italy into Germany by the merchants, which came to occupy an important place in the sixteenth century, and still more so in the seventeenth. This Welsh (i. e., foreign) practice, as it soon came to be called, found its application in the development of the product of two terms of a proportion, especially when these were unlike quantities. The multiplier, together with the fraction belonging to it, was separated into its addends, to be derived successively one from another in the simplest possible manner. How well Stifel understood the real significance and applicability of the Welsh practice, the following statement shows :f "The Welsh practice is nothing more than a clever and entertaining discovery in the rule of three. But let him who is not acquainted with the Welsh practice rely upon the simple rule of three, and he will arrive at the same result which another obtains through the Welsh practice." At this time, too, we find tables of prices and tables of interest in use, their introduction being also ascribable to the Italians.
* linger, p. 93.                            t linger, p. 94.